Discovering Barood Khana

When Barood Khana emerged from its slumber, the passage of
time had etched its mark on the venerable structure. Bulging
plaster, crumbling brickwork, weathered cornices, worn
wooden doors, and ventilators whispered tales of neglect and
abandonment. The once-vibrant surface, now marked with
graffiti, bore witness to a forgotten past. Doors and windows,
neglected for far too long, showed the scars of age, invaded
by termites and woodworms.

With unwavering determination, the Walled City of Lahore
Authority embarked on a meticulous restoration quest, a
tribute to the architectural heritage of the city. Layers of debris
were meticulously peeled away, exposing the hidden marvel
beneath. Skilled artisans restored the damaged plaster to its
former glory, meticulously recreating the missing brick mason-
ry, and breathing life into the delicate cornices. The weary
wooden doors and ventilators, symbols of a bygone era, were
tenderly revived, their faded splendor rekindled.

Through this painstaking process, Barood Khana's true beauty
and historical significance were unveiled. The structure, once
ravaged by time and neglect, now stood proud, resonating
with a newfound magnificence. It was a testament to the city's
commitment to preserving its heritage and honoring its past.

Restoring the Barood Khana

In the quest to revive the Barood Khana, the restoration efforts went
beyond mere renovation; they sought to honor its authenticity. The
weathered, blackish surface, bearing the marks of time's passage,
was lovingly preserved, paying homage to the building's historical
journey. Inside, the layers of graffiti left by long-gone visitors were
carefully conserved, creating a mesmerizing portal to the past.

The Revival of
Magnificent Structure

Today, as curious tourists step foot into the restored Barood Khana,
they embark on a captivating journey through time. Immersed in the
rich heritage and fabled tales of the Lahore Fort, they are transport-
ed to an era long gone. The revival of this magnificent structure
stands as a testament to the unwavering dedication of the Walled
City of Lahore Authority in safeguarding the city's precious historical
treasures. It serves as a poignant reminder of the importance of
preserving our cultural heritage and the narratives they hold, ensur-
ing that future generations can marvel at the splendor and signifi-
cance of Lahore's architectural marvels.

But the story doesn't end there. Embracing the concept of adaptive
re-use, Barood Khana has been transformed into a state-of-the-art
conference room. Today, it plays host to diverse organizations and
institutions, both public and private, as they gather for meetings,
seminars, and talks. This magnificent space, once a repository for
gunpowder, now bears witness to the exchange of ideas and the
forging of new paths. It is a living testament to the resilience and
transformation of architectural wonders, offering a harmonious
blend of the past and the present.
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Barood Khana
A Journey of Restoration & Adaptation

After years of neglect, the grandeur of Barood Khana within
Lahore Fort has been restored to its former glory by the dedi-
cated efforts of the Walled City of Lahore Authority. This
remarkable structure, once an arsenal depot during the British
era, now welcomes tourists to witness its historical signifi-
cance. It stood as a testament to the storage of gunpowder
and an array of weaponry.

Location

Situated in the southwestern corner of the Lahore Royal
Citadel, Barood Khana carries an air of solitude and grandeur.
Constructed in 1857, it held a pivotal position within the Alamgi-
ri Gate and Musamam Darwaza of Lahore Fort. In its heyday,
the surrounding area boasted a vibrant garden adorned with
captivating arcades. However, as time passed, the garden
gave way to progress, and a road was built connecting Hathi
Gate with Diwan-e-Aam, passing through the former garden
space. This road still serves as the entry point to Lahore Fort,
preserving the historical path that leads visitors to the restored
Barood Khana.

With its restoration, this once-forgotten monument now
stands as a testament to the rich history of Lahore and the
architectural brilliance of the past. As tourists venture inside,
they can marvel at the fusion of history and craftsmanship that
shaped this remarkable structure. Barood Khana's revival
serves as a reminder of the city's heritage and the dedication
of those who strive to preserve its treasures for future genera-
tions.

A Glimpse into History
The Barood Khana of Lahore Fort

The magnificent Barood Khana, erected in 1857, stands as a
remarkable testament to the era of British rule over the Lahore
Royal Citadel. In stark contrast to other majestic monuments
within the citadel, such as the pristine Pearl Mosque or the
ethereal Sheesh Mahal, the Barood Khana reflects a utilitarian
purpose embraced by the British. This purpose stood in stark
contrast to the serene and placid life of the local Indic people,
expressed through their art and architectural style.

Fusion of British architectural style

Located within the Lahore Royal Citadel, the Barood Khana
also symbolizes the early modern age that was unfolding in the
Western world. The spirit of the Renaissance, Reformation, and
Scientific Revolution, spanning the 16" to 19" centuries,
propelled Western society forward with great leaps in history.
As the Western world evolved, traditional cavalry-mounted
frontal assaults became outdated, giving way to new methods
of warfare devised in Western Europe. Great Britain, at the
forefront of these advancements, carried the burden of coloni-
zation to Asia, Africa, and Latin America, leaving an indelible
architectural legacy in the conquered lands. The Barood
Khana, nestled within Lahore's Royal Citadel, should be seen in
this context, representing the fusion of British architectural
style and the spirit of colonial expansion.

Exploring the Barood Khana offers a glimpse into the pages of
history, showcasing the impact of different civilizations and
their unique perspectives. It serves as a tangible reminder of
the complex dynamics between conquerors and the subject
races, leaving an enduring mark on the architectural landscape
of Lahore and beyond.

Structural Changes & the Barood Khana
A Transformation within Lahore Fort

During the construction of the building, significant structural
alterations were made to Lahore Fort. The British authorities, in
their efforts to safeguard the gunpowder magazine, brought
about a complete transformation in the southern part of the
citadel. The fort, once a splendid Mughal royal residence, was
converted into a fortified military stronghold under British rule.
Additionally, the British authorities, in line with their military
focus, decided to remove the arcade garden that had previ-
ously adorned the area where the current tarmac road begins.

Structure & Architecture

Speaking of structure and architecture, the Barood Khana
featured a groin vault design both on its exterior and interior.
This specially designed chamber served as a storage facility
for gunpowder, ensuring controlled temperature conditions by
storing the explosive substance in barrels. Nearby, other struc-
tures, now in ruins and barely recognizable, were once part of
the fort's landscape. Although they are no longer present, it
can be assumed that these remnants were once interconnect-
ed with the path leading to the Alamgiri Gate.

The Barood Khana itself was accessible through a tarmac road
extending from the Shah Burj gate of the fort. The British intro-
duced motorized carriages to transport gunpowder to various
sentry points within the citadel. This innovation allowed for
efficient distribution and safeguarding of the explosive materi-
al.

The structural changes and the establishment of the Barood Khana
not only altered the physical appearance of Lahore Fort but also
reflected the shifting priorities and influences of different eras.
Today, these remnants serve as a testament to the fort's complex
history and the diverse forces that have shaped it over time.



